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The Practice of Medicine. A Text-Book for Practi-
tioners and Students, with Special Reference to
Diagnosis and Treatment. By James Tyson,
M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, etc. Illustrated. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston Son & Co. 1896.
Dr. Tyson is no less qualified to write a Practice of

Medicine than any of his contemporaries, aud they
are not a few, who have done the same within recent
years. He offers no apology for his act, and does not
claim that it waB done to fill a long-felt want. He
tells us that he had long contemplated such a work
and had devoted to it several years of labor. Such a
statement at once disarms criticism aud invites confi-
dence and appreciation. Dr. Tyson simply did what
he had long wanted and intended to do. He has pro-
duced a good book ou the Practice of Medicine— a

text-book, but hardly a hand-book ; a quarto, rather
than an imperial octavo, of almost 12UU pages. Its
pages offer internal evidence that much labor and
time have been spent upon it, aud as the work of one
man it is a creditable monument to industry, learning
and good judgment.
The book is divided into fifteen sections. Section

1 is devoted to tho infectious diseases, and the first
chapter begins with typhoid fever. The following sec-
tions up to XIII, with the exception of Section IX which
comprises constitutional but non-infectious diseases, are
based upon au anatomical or physiological classifica-
tion. With Section XII we reach the intoxications ;
Section XIII deals with exposure to high though
bearable temperature; Section XIV, the animal para-
Bites and the conditions caused by them ; Section XV,
symptoms following overdoses of poisons, their treat-
ment, etc.
Throughout the book both the English and metric

Systems are used. The index is full and carefully
prepared. The paper is good and the print is distinct
and clear. The illustrations, some of which are col-
ored, are well chosen, aud the book is not overloaded
with them, although the author found it necessary to
depart from his original intention of avoiding them
altogether.
A Manual of Clinical Diagnosis by Microscopical and
Chemical Methods. For Students, Hospital Physi-
cians and Practitioners. By Charles E. Simon,
M.D., Late Assistant Resident Physician Johns
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore. In one octavo vol-
ume of 504 pages, with 132 engravings and 10 full\x=req-\
page colored plates. Philadelphia and New York:
Lea Brothers & Co. 1896.
The author of this work justly dwells upon the

great importance in the modern practice of medicine
of laboratory methods of diaguoaia. The more medi-
cine beeoinea a true science the more valuable a hand-
maid will the laboratory become.
The author'a aim haa been to preaent to atudeuta

and physicians those facts in clinical chemistry aud
microscopy which are of practical importance. Chem-
ical aud microscopic methods are described iu such
detail as to enable the student and practitiouer with-
out special traiuiug in the required manipulations to
Btill obtain satisfactory results. Examinations of the
blood, the secretions of the mouth, the gastric juice,

feces, nasal secretion, sputum, urine, transudates, exu-
dates, cystic contents, semen, vaginal discharges aud
milk are described and detailed in the thirteen chap-
ters into which the book ia divided.
Dr. Simon's book covers the objects for which it

was written very satisfactorily, and will be found use-
ful by those who desire a guide in the department
which he elucidates.
A System of Medicine. By many Writers. Edited
by Thomas Clifford Allbutt, M.D., LL.D.,
Regius Professor of Physic in the University of
Cambridge, etc. Volume [ill]. New York: Macmillan
& Co. 1896.
The editor of this work points out at once, in the

introduction to this first volume, that the title chosen
is only to be regarded as necessary for present pur-
poses but not as defensible on logical grounds, that a
system of medicine cannot now be written by one
man or by mauy, aud that this state of things is by no
means to be regretted. He ia naturally impressed
with the vast increase of matter with which such a
work to-day has to deal, even over that of the time of
the first appearance of the system by Sir Russell
Reynolds, to whom thia ia dedicated. This compari-
son, though not directly applied by Dr. Allbutt, must
probably have been in mind.
To meet in some measure this difficulty, to obtain

condensation, to avoid repetitions, to enlarge the con-
ceptions of the student, to lead him to see the domain
of medicine from points of advantage by means of
broader surveys of general pathology, of statistics, of
dietetics aud therapeutics, the editor has adopted the
incorporation of prolegomena or short introductory
articles. The prolegomena iu this first volume occupy
nearly 500 pages out of a total of 960 pageä, and make
up Division I of the book. They are on a very consid-
erable variety of subjects by very competent men, aud
offer a series of medical essays which have no neces-
sary or essential relation to each other, but which are
excellent reading. With the 491st page, Division II,
the volume gets down to systemic work, and takes
up Fevers. Division II is subdivided into two parts,
the first of a few pages only on Insolatiou ; the second
part, which occupies the rest of the volume, is devoted
to the Infectious.
We cannot judge from this first volume how con-

venient Dr. Allbutt's System will prove as a book of
reference, but it promises to oiler interest and sug-
gestiveness to the reader. There is a double index of
authorities and diseases.

Rheumatism: Its Nature, its Pathology and its Suc-
cessful Treatment. By T. J. Maclagan, M.D.
Second edition. London: Adam & Charles Black.
1896.
Twenty years elapsed between the introduction of

salicin to the notice of the profeasion by Dr. Maclagau
in March, 1876, and the publication of this second
edition of his book, the first edition of which appeared
in 1881. Dr. Maclagau still holds to the miasmatic
theory of rheumatism. Whatever the theory, as a
matter of fact we all recognize the specilic eilicacy of
the 8alicyl compounds iu acute rheumatism. The
disease has iu a great degree lost its interest to the
practitioner, and a new edition is changed in so far as
it is a record of the continued triumphs of salicylic
acid and its congeners.
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